
Social 
Green spaces increase the appeal of a municipality, as      
people want to live in spaces that are open and natural.3  

¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ƭōŜǊǘŀΩǎ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ tŀǊƪǎ identifies the 
ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ άŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ    
conserve landscapes and provide recreational                 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎέΦ1  

Access to open and recreational areas can improve the 
health of a community by providing spaces for exercise and 
stress relief.3  

Benefits of Watershed Land Conservation 

Economic 
Natural areas contribute to the economy by attracting     
tourists, encouraging spending on recreational opportunities 
and increasing the value of nearby properties. 3  

άIŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
health, quality of life, settlement patterns, recreation        
opportunities, agricultural irrigation, biodiversity and        
development opportunities ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦέ4   

Watershed conservation in Alberta and especially in the 
South Saskatchewan region is important as the discrepancy 
between water demand and water supply in this region 
άstands to be the limiting factor on future population and 
ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦέ4   

Environmental 
άIŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǊƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘǊŀǇ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘǎΣ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ōŀƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǊŜǎΣ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΣ ǊŜŎƘŀǊƎŜ   
aquifers, filter and buffer water, reduce and dissipate flood energy, maintain biodiversity, and create primary productivity.έ4  

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǊƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ άƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǘǿƻ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ōŀǎŜΣ ƻƴŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ул ǇŜǊ 
ŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŦƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ !ƭōŜǊǘŀ ƳŜŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛŦŜŎȅŎƭŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǊƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ ŀǊŜŀǎέ. 2  

wƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǿŀǘŜǊ άǊŜŎƘŀǊƎŜ ȊƻƴŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ άŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀǉǳŀǘƛŎ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎέ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭƻǿ 
ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ όŜΦƎΦ ƛƴ мфтлΣ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ рл ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻǿ wƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŦƭƻǿύΦ 2  

ά¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ сл-70 per cent of wetlands in the settled areas of Alberta, 
and the alteration of riparian areas. Riparian areas and wetlands help prevent erosion and help trap sediment and nutrients; 
ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦέ 4  

Numerous studies, reports, and government plans emphasize the importance and benefit of watershed land conservation  

Conserving  these lands results in social, economic, and environmental benefits 

In Alberta, our quality of life and life itself depends on having a healthy and sustainable water supply for the environment, 
for our communities and for our economic well-being 

(Water For Life: A Renewal, Government of Alberta, November 2008)  
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