Western Sky Land Trust

Conserving Our Sense of Place
Benefits of Watershed Land Conservation

Numerous studies, reports, and government plans emphasize the importance and benefit of watershed land conservation
Conserving these lands results in social, economic, and environmental benefits

Social

e Green spaces increase the appeal of a municipality, as
people want to live in spaces that are open and natdral.
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conserve landscapes and provide recreational
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e Access to open and recreational areas can improve the
health of a community by providing spaces for exercise and
stress relief
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Economic

e Natural areas contribute to the economy by attracting
tourists, encouraging spending on recreational opportunities
and increasing the value of nearby propertigs.
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e Watershed conservation in Alberta and especially in the
South Saskatchewan region is important as the discrepancy
between water demand and water supply in this region
ostands to be the limiting factor on future population and
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Environmental
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aquifers, filter and buffer water, reduce and dissipate flood energy, maintain biodiversity, and create primary prodéfctivity.
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and the alteration of riparian areas. Riparian areas and wetlands help prevent erosion and help trap sediment and nutrients;
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In Alberta, our quality of life and life itself depends on having a healthy and sustainable water supply for the envirgnment,

for our communities and for our economic wedling
(Water For Life: A Renewal, Government of Alberta, November 2008)
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